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Minutes from the August 14, 2008 meeting of the WMPO BikePed Committee:

Members present:
Todd Brohaugh
Brian Ennis
Michael Kirkbride
Paul Martinez
Joshuah Mello, Secretary
Laura Miller
Tom Rivers
Allen Serkin
Dave Staebler
Nolan Smith

Others present:
Lawless Bean
Susan Bullers
Tom Cunningham
Bobby Harris
Greg Little
Marilyn Meares
Bethel Paris
Anthony Prinz

Members not present:
Niel Brooks
Katie Ryan
Mickey Southerland

Agenda

1. Bicycle rental/sharing program

Mello briefed the committee on the city's plans to issue a Request for Information 
(RFI) for a third generation bicycle 

sharing program within the City of Wilmington.  This RFI, issue in cooperation with 
New Hanover COunty, UNC-Wilmington, and 

Wilmington Downtown, Inc.  will allow the city to gauge interest in private funding 
and operation of such a program.  No 

details regarding the program are finalized.  However, the city would be interested 
in a automated program similar to 

SmartBike in Washington, DC with possible locations in city parking decks, near 
large employers, at UNC-Wilmington and in 

selected city and county parks.  Paris expressed concern regarding the safety and 
education of potential riders.  Mello 

stated that a brief tutorial on bicycle safety could be part of the sign-up process 
for the program.

2. Bicycle boulevards

Mello explained that the City of Wilmington is looking at developing a network of 
bicycle boulevards in the Ardmore, Bottom, 

Carolina Place, Dry Pond and Old Wilmington neighborhoodsas part of the Neighborhood
Traffic Managment Program, which is 

currently studying these areas.  WMPO staff received several requests from residents
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to improve bicycle comfort and safety in 

the area during the kick-off meeting for the study.

3. Commuter Challenge

Bean explained the upcoming Commuter Challenge, which will have a pirate theme this 
year.  Arrrrgh!  The annual event, to 

take place this year from September 15 to October 17, pits different organizations 
and employers against one another in a 

battle to rack up the most trips on alternative modes of transportation.  These 
modes include carpooling, walking, biking and 

riding transit.  Assorted prizes are awarded randomly throughout the event and the 
winning teams are treated to a special 

celebration at the end.  The goal of the Commuter Challenge is to expose as many 
people as possible to alternatives methods 

of commuting, with the hopes that this exposure will lead them to change their 
long-term behavior thus reducing the number of 

vehicle miles travelled in the Wilmington area.  If you are interested in helping 
Bean with this event, visit 

www.capefearbreeze.com or contact her at 910-341-4665 or 
lawless.bean@wilmingtonnc.gov.               

4. West Pender Rail Trail

Bullers, Little and Meares outlined recent efforts to plan and construct a trail 
along the unused rail line northwest of 

Wilmington between the USS North Carolina and Moores Creek Battlefield in Currie.  
The group has the support of a handful of 

local land owners, the East Coast  Greenway Alliance, National Park Service, 
National Rails to Trails Conservancy and Pender 

County.  The committee agreed to add a multi-use path along US Highway 421 north 
from the USS North Carolina to WMPO planning 

boundary to the Universe of Bicycle Projects study list. 

5. Other business

None.

Adjournment

Page 2








	2008-08-14_WMBPC_Minutes.pdf
	2008-08-14_WMBPC_Hand-outs

