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WMPO Board Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, August 27, 2025

525 N 4™ Street

Wilmington, NC 28401

Members Present, In person

Hank Miller, Chairman, Town of
Wrightsville Beach

Luke Waddell, Vice Chairman, City of
Wilmington

Frank Williams, Brunswick County
John Ellen, Town of Kure Beach

Lynn Barbee, Town of Carolina Beach
Dane Scalise, Cape Fear Public
Transportation Authority

Brenda Bozeman, Town of Leland
Brad George, Pender County

Eulis Willis, Town of Navassa

Kevin Spears, City of Wilmington
Bill Rivenbark, New Hanover County
Chuck Bost, Town of Belville

Members Absent
Landon Zimmer, NC Board of
Transportation

Others Present, In Person

Mike Kozlosky, WMPO

Abby Lorenzo, WMPO

Trevor Carroll, NCDOT

Doug Pruden, Wilmington Resident
Bijan Salehi, A Caring Heart

Mark Hairr, WAVE

Greer Templer, WMPO

Tessa Jones, WMPO

Krysden Burden, WMPO

Beth King, WMPO

Ronda Hogan, WMPO

Regina Hopkins, WMPO

Richard M. Collier, McKim & Creed
Mike Forte, Brunswick County

Eric Ritzel, NCDOT

Jane Hughes, Wilmington Resident

Vivian Partin, Town of Wrightsville Beach

Jason Orthner, NCDOT

Jason Myers, NCDOT

Nancy Patch, Wrightsville Beach &
Wilmington Resident

Jerod Patterson, BASE

Hunter Smith, Town of Belville
Peter Loftus, Wilmington Resident
Steven Peedin, Wilmington Resident
Zachary Bugg, Kittelson & Associates
Alex Patch, Wilmington Resident
Conor Doherty, WWAY

Others Present, Remote
William Kincannon, HDR

Katie Hite, NCDOT

Nazia Sarder, NCDOT

Caitlin Cerza, WMPO

Shea Carver, Port City Daily
Adrienne Cox, NCDOT
Veronica Carter, Town of Leland
Veronica Newsome, NCDOT




WMPO Board Meeting Minutes

1. Call to Order
Chairman Hank Miller called the meeting to order at 3:01pm.

Mike Kozlosky, WMPO Executive Director, called the roll.

2. Roll Call
Present: Lynn Barbee, Brenda Bozeman, John Ellen, Hank Miller, Dane Scalise, Kevin
Spears, Luke Waddell, Frank Williams, Eulis Willis, Brad George, Bill Rivenbark and
Chuck Bost
Absent: Landon Zimmer

3. Conflict of Interest Statement
Chairman Miller read the conflict-of-interest statement as required by General Statute
and requested any conflicts of interest be disclosed by the Board. None were disclosed.

4. Approval of Board Member Excused Absences
Mr. Kozlosky reported that Landon Zimmer had requested excused absences. Dane
Scalise entered a motion to approve of his absence, seconded by Frank Williams. The
motion passed unanimously.

5. Approval of the Agenda
Chairman Miller requested a motion to approve the agenda. Brenda Bozeman made the
motion, seconded by Bill Rivenbark. The motion carried unanimously.

6. Public Comment Period
Chairman Miller opened the public comment period.
Jane Hughes, Indian Wells Way, Wilmington. Ms. Hughes was speaking in opposition to
the U-5710 project. Ms. Hughes feels the cost of the project is not worth the benefits of
the project; she stated that the wisdom of starting this project at the same time the bridge
projects in the area are starting is questionable. Ms. Hughes believes the impact on the
area businesses will be detrimental; she also believes the loss of property value is unfair
and unwarranted. Ms. Hughes believes the sizable sum of taxpayer monies involved in

this project needs to be allocated responsibly, resulting in a more positive impact, she
requests the Board to revise the STIP immediately.

Nancy Patch, Wrightsville Beach condo owner. Ms. Patch was speaking in opposition to
the U-5710 project, she believes that there is a disregard for the feedback from taxpaying
citizens. Ms. Patch stated there has been a lack of transparency about the project and a
lack of responsibility by not arranging a public hearing. She stated that having the U-
5710 project and the slated bridge repairs start on the same day is not sensible. Ms. Patch
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is requesting to have the U-5710 project rescheduled until after the Wrightsville Beach
bridges are completed, providing time to re-evaluate with transparency.
Peter Loftus, Ocean Point Place, Wilmington. Mr. Loftus believes the planning that goes

into the projects is well spent but not all projects are created equal. He does not believe
that the U-5710 project value is worth the cost.

Bijan Salehi, Wilmington resident. Mr. Salehi brought a list of bike trails that he would
like to see created before the Board. He also stated he has had conversations with the

Commissioners about the lack of public transportation when the Crest shuttle is not
around and how dehumanizing it is to people with disabilities.

Before closing the public comment period, Chairman Miller spoke to the people, letting
them know that at the next meeting NCDOT will be there, giving updates on all the local
projects including U-5710, hopefully clearing up the facts regarding projects and the
process.

7. Presentations
a. NCDOT Rail Division Update — Jason Orthner, NCDOT
Mr. Orthner gave a complete NCDOT Rail Division Update including
explanations of the mission and role of the NCDOT Rail Division, the passenger
rail programs, the freight and safety programs, an update on the Piedmont Atlantic
Intermodal Rail System, and an update on the passenger rail expansion.

Luke Waddell thanked Mr. Orthner for NCDOT’s investment in the railroad
crossings, stating that because of all the investments that they have made, the City
is able to begin the process for a Quiet Zone, which he states the people have
wanted for decades.

b. WMPO Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Comprehensive Safety Action Plan
Development Update — Zach Bugg, Kittelson & Associates
Mr. Bugg began his presentation with a review of the urgency of this plan,
highlighting incidents that ideally could have been prevented. He reviewed the
components of the safety action plan and went over the timeline, from kickoff to

implementation, pinpointing where we are now. Mr. Bugg presented crash data,
breaking it down by types of crashes in the WMPO region, and the locations. Mr.
Bugg concluded his presentation by highlighting the upcoming public
engagement opportunities by their locations and reviewing the next steps of the
plan.

Kevin Spears asked Zach Bugg how much lighting plays an issue in the crashes.
Mr. Bugg replied that although lighting can be an issue, it is not the only
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component contributing. Chuck Bost asked if the study is concentrating on
physical design or driver behavior. Mr Bugg answered that they are focusing on
both aspects.

8. Consent Agenda

a.

b.

Approval of WMPO Board Regular Meeting Minutes — July 30, 2025

Resolution supporting the Wave Connect Advisory Committee’s
Recommendations for the Award of the FY 2026 Section 5310 Community Grant
Project Funds

Resolution approving 2024-2033 STIP/MPO Transportation Improvement
Program Administrative Modifications #25-6

Resolution approving the Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization’s Aviation Project Submittals for Prioritization 8.0

Resolution approving the Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Project Submittals for Prioritization 8.0
Resolution approving the Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization’s Ferry Project Submittals for Prioritization 8.0

Resolution approving the Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization’s Public Transportation Project Submittals for Prioritization 8.0
Resolution approving the Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization’s Rail Project Submittals for Prioritization 8.0

Resolution approving the Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization’s Roadway Project Submittals for Prioritization 8.0

Dane Scalise made a motion to approve the consent agenda; Frank Williams
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

9. Regular Agenda

a.

Resolution requesting an Amendment to the 2024-2033 and 2026-2035
State/MPO Transportation Improvement Programs for Bus Replacements, Bus
Stop Amenities, and Station Facilities Equipment

Regina Hopkins, WMPO Accounting Manager, gave an overview of the
resolution explaining the amendment, where the funds came from and the capital
improvements scheduled for these funds.

Frank Williams made a motion to approve the amendment; Luke Waddell
seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously.

Resolution requesting a Modification to the 2024-2033 and 2026-2035 State/MPO
Transportation Improvement Programs to Reduce the Funding Amount for the
Country Club Multi-use Trail Design Project (BL-0154) in Pender County
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Krysden Burden, WMPO Grants Coordinator, reviewed the resolution which
requests modifications to the 2024-2033 and 2026-2035 State and Metropolitan
Planning Organizations Transportation Improvement Programs to reduce the
federal and local funding amounts for the Country Club Multi-Use Trail Design
Project in Pender County. The Federal funds to be modified from $886,000 to
$708,800, and local match funds from $222,000 to $177,200, with a new total
project cost of $886,000.

Dane Scalise made a motion to approve the resolution; Brenda Bozeman
seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously.

10. Discussion
a. 2024-2033 and 2026-2035 STIP/MPO Transportation Improvement Programs

Administrative Modifications #25-7
Mike Kozlosky explained that this is for informational purposes only and this
item will be brought back at the September meeting for approval.

WMPO Federal Functional Classifications Revisions

Greer Templer, WMPO Senior Transportation Planner, gave a quick review of
what functional classification is and why it matters, highlighting definitions and
criteria. She presented the recommendations for the WMPO area and the changes
that have been made by the Functional Classification Revision Committee. Ms.
Templer concluded her presentation with what the next steps will be and the
timeline we can expect those steps to happen.

11. Updates

a.

.

Wilmington Urban Area MPO

Mr. Kozlosky stated that the updates are in the packet.

Cape Fear Public Transit Authority

Mark Hairr stated that the updates are in the packet, but he wanted to share the
good news that the new route system that was started in January is working, there
has been a 17% increase in riders with the improved routes.

NCDOT Division 3

Trevor Carroll stated that updates are in the packet.

NCDOT Transportation Planning Division

Nazia Sarder stated that the only additional update she has is for the Pender
County Comprehensive Transportation Plan. Their meeting will be September 8,
they will be creating the rail and transit lines, and reviewing the volume and
capacity maps.

WMPO Board Members
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Frank Williams gave an update on the Alternative Funding Committee progress,
stating that the committee has come up with two possible funding options, one is
tolling, and the other is a local option sales tax. Mr. Williams stated that he is
hoping that the Board will approve the committee to move ahead with exploring
the idea of these options with their County Boards.

John Ellen explained a “Safe Driving App” from his insurance company.

Brad George spoke about morning traffic issues in Pender County now that school
is back in session, stating that he is searching for a solution.

Chairman Miller thanked Chuck Bost for being at the meeting and filling the
position for Belville, noting that they all miss Mayor Allen. Chairman Miller also
introduced Zeke Partin who will join the WMPO Board as an alternate member
for Wrightsville Beach.

12. Next Meeting — September 24, 2025

13. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 4:28pm

Respectfully submitted,

Mike Kozlosky
Executive Director
Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization

THE ABOVE MIINUTES ARE NOT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS.
THE ENTIRE PROCEEDINGS ARE RECORDED DIGITALLY AS PART OF THIS
RECORD.




