
 

 

 

WMPO Board Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, May 28, 2025 

525 N 4th Street 

Wilmington, NC 28401 

 

Members Present, In person 

Hank Miller, Chairman, Town of 

Wrightsville Beach 

Luke Waddell, Vice Chairman, City of 

Wilmington 

Mike Allen, Town of Belville 

Brad George, Pender County 

Mike Forte, Brunswick County 

John Ellen, Town of Kure Beach 

Lynn Barbee, Town of Carolina Beach 

Dane Scalise, Cape Fear Public Transit 

Authority 

Brenda Bozeman, Town of Leland 

Landon Zimmer, NC Board of 

Transportation 

Kevin Spears, City of Wilmington 

Eulis Willis, Town of Navassa 

 

Members Absent 

Bill Rivenbark, New Hanover County  

 

Others Present, In Person 

Mike Kozlosky, WMPO 

Abby Lorenzo, WMPO 

Ben Hughes, NCDOT 

Jerad Patterson, BASE 

Natalie English, Wilmington Chamber of 

Commerce 

John Lennon, BASE 

Chad Kimes, GFT 

Jonathan Polwell, Spectrum News 

Bijan Salehi, A Caring Heart 

Bill Kincannon, HDR 

Michelle Howes, NCDOT 

Sue Bullock, WBCC 

Tim Buckland, New Hanover County 

Ben Andrea, Town of Leland 

J. Pruden, Wilmington Resident 

Mark Hairr, WAVE 

Conor Doherty, WWAY 

Jim Hundley, Thomas Construction 

Greer Templer, WMPO 

Tessa Jones, WMPO 

Krysden Burden, WMPO 

Carolyn Caggia, WMPO 

Beth King, WMPO 

Caitlin Cerza, WMPO 

Regina Hopkins, WMPO 

Ronda Hogan, WMPO 

 

Others Present, Remote 

Lani Hashimoto, Wilmington Resident 

April Farr 

Bill McHugh 

Brenda Fong 

Brenna Flanagan 

Andrew Heath, Raleigh Resident 

Elli Klein, Wilmington Resident 

Emma Dill, Wilmington Business Journal 

Eric Seidel, CFPUA 
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Evan 

Jay Healy 

Jeannette 

Jill Hopman, NHC Dems Chair 

Joanne Levitan 

Katie Hite, NCDOT 

K Pachilis 

Lauren Haviland 

Margi & Doug 

Marlando Pridgen, Legal Aid of NC Client 

Council 

Merrily Locke 

Nazia Sarder, NCDOT 

Rachel Hatfield, NHC Resident 

Benjamin Schachtman, WHQR 

Ray Pelletier 

Shelley Allen, Brunswick County 

Democratic 

Rewhite 

Greg Laughter, WMPO 

Stacey Mahoney, HNTB 

Steph Walker 

Veronica Carter, Town of Leland 

WECT News 

Kyle Burden, City of Wilmington 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

Chairman Hank Miller called the meeting to order at 3:00pm. Mike Kozlosky, WMPO 

Executive Director, called the roll.  

 

2. Roll Call 

Present: Mike Allen, Lynn Barbee, Brenda Bozeman, John Ellen, Brad George, Hank 

Miller, Dane Scalise, Kevin Spears, Luke Waddell, Mike Forte, Eulis Williams, Landon 

Zimmer 

 

Absent: Bill Rivenbark 

 

3. Conflict of Interest Statement 

Chairman Miller read the conflict-of-interest statement as required by General Statute 

and requested any conflicts of interest be disclosed by the Board. No statements were 

given. 

 

4. Approval of Board Member Excused Absences 

Mr. Kozlosky reported that Bill Rivenbark had requested an excused absence. Mr. Scalise 

entered a motion to approve of his absence, seconded by Ms. Bozeman. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

5. Approval of the Agenda 

Chairman Miller requested a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Scalise made the motion, 

seconded by Mr. Forte. The motion carried unanimously.  
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6. Public Comment Period 

Chairman Miller opened the public comment period.  

 

Bijan Salehi, from A Caring Heart. The bridge on Hewletts Creek is not big enough to 

accommodate the amount of traffic. Navaho Bike Trail should be extended all the way to 

Monkey Junction, so that people can ride their bikes to the bus transfer station.  The 

drainage system Mr. Salehi requested previously, he believes, should be drained to 

Hewletts Creek.  Mr. Salehi believes we need more streetlights on Masonboro Loop 

Road, and he would like more sidewalks. Mr. Salehi voiced his concern about the sewage 

treatment plant, next to the Exxon, being more contained.  

 

Jerod Patterson, President/CEO from Business Alliance for Sound Economy (BASE). Mr. 

Patterson introduced himself and his organization. Mr. Patterson stated that the members 

of BASE are drawn together by the idea of growing the region in a smart and sustainable 

way. Mr. Patterson believes WMPO’s work back in January 2024, concerning the Cape 

Fear Memorial Bridge, was difficult and prudent for the local area, and he believes it is 

important to stay the course and trust the process moving forward.  He would like to 

convey his and his organization’s support for the Board to continue the path they are on 

for the timely funding and replacement of the Cape Fear Bridge. 

 

Natalie English, from Wilmington Chamber of Commerce. Ms. English thanked the Board 

for their vote last January 2024, to consider all the options involving funding for the 

replacement of the Cape Fear Bridge. Ms. English stated that she was in DC and received 

good feedback as to when they would get back to her on the status of the project and she 

is hopeful. Ms. English is wanting the Board to continue to maintain their course and 

explore all avenues to keep the bridge open and safe.  The second concern that Ms. 

English shared was she would like the project at Military Cutoff/Eastwood Road to stay 

on track. She understands that there will be a little bit of pain for the local businesses, but 

Ms. English stated that the Chamber of Commerce will be there to help and guide the 

businesses and consumers through this much needed project. 

 

John Lennon, resident of Marywood Drive, Wilmington, also Vice Chair of BASE, Mr. 

Lennon stated that he was on the Board of Transportation when prioritization was 

implemented and has seen the benefits of having this system. He reminded the Board that 

the decision they made by their vote in January 2024 has secured progress for the Cape 

Fear Bridge project and that their vote today on the resolution before them would 

continue that progress. He humbly asked the Board to approve the resolution. 
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7. Presentations 

a. Town of Leland Comprehensive Safety Action Plan, Ben Andrea, Town of Leland 

 

Ben Andrea from the Town of Leland presented the Board with an overview of 

the Town of Leland’s Safety Action Plan (SAP) starting with a definition of 

“What Is Vision Zero” and why should Leland participate.  He proceeded to share 

how the Town of Leland thought they could approach a safer system and shared 

the timeline for the project, Leland SS4A SAP. Mr. Andrea highlighted the focus 

groups and public outreach the Town used to gather feedback and how that 

feedback and historical data were used to establish two tiers of recommended 

projects. The first tier are projects that can be done right away, fairly simple 

projects, low cost, with relatively high benefits. The second tier are more complex 

projects that need more funding, time, and projects that may need to be tied into 

the Town’s CTP (Comprehensive Transportation Plan)/MTP (Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan) or STIP (State Transportation Improvement Program). Mr. 

Andrea then spoke about how they implemented the next steps and how that is 

happening quickly after the adoption of the plan. He also stated that they will be 

measuring successes and being proactive with the plan. Mr. Andrea wrapped up 

his presentation by thanking all the people who helped with the plan and asked if 

there are any questions. There were no questions. WMPO Executive Director 

Mike Kozlosky reminded the Board that the Leland Town Plan will be 

incorporated into the WMPO Safe Streets For All Plan per grant guidelines, since 

the Town of Leland started their plan first. 

 

b. Cape Fear Navigating Change 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan, Greer 

Templer, Beth King, Carolyn Caggia, and Tessa Jones, WMPO 

Greer Templer began the presentation by giving an overview of the Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan and the requirements it must meet from the Federal laws.  Ms. 

Templer also went over the timeline of this draft MTP, highlighting where the 

WMPO is at this time.   

Carolyn Caggia continued the WMPO presentation speaking about the efforts the 

WMPO took with public engagement to incorporate public opinion and data into 

the plan. Ms. Caggia also gave a summary of the information that was discovered 

during Phase 1 of Public Outreach. 

Beth King highlighted the existing conditions of transportation in the WMPO 

planning area and the Federal Requirements that needed to be accounted for when 

moving forward with the draft MTP. Ms. King explained how the WMPO 

developed their vision statement and what that vision statement is. She also 
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explained how that vision statement combined with the WMPO Strategic Plan and 

Federal Planning Factors lead to the goals of the 2050 MTP. Ms. King explained 

that the vision and goals combined with the modal objectives gave a basis for 

project scoring and modal policy. 

Greer Templer presented how the WMPO worked with the member jurisdictions 

and planning partners to develop project cost estimates and the funding 

projections through 2050 highlighting alternative revenue opportunities. Ms. 

Templer also gave an overview of the draft plan given to the Board. 

Tessa Jones explained what the Public Outreach for the second phase of this plan 

looks like, including the purpose of it, the timeline of the public comment period, 

where you can view the draft plan, and the different ways to submit your 

comments. Ms. Jones also gave dates of multiple open-house events occurring 

soon and went over the next steps of the MTP timeline.  

Mr. Waddell stated that getting public input is never easy and he believes the 

panel did a great job at reaching out to receive public concerns. 

8. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of WMPO Board Regular Meeting Minutes- April 30, 2025 

b. Resolution approving 2024-2033 STIP/MPO Administrative Modification #25-3 

c. Resolution adopting the Town of Leland’s Comprehensive Safety Action Plan 

d. Opening of the 30-day public comment period for Cape Fear Navigating Change 

2050 

 

Chairman Miller asked for any additions or concerns about the consent agenda items to 

be raised. Mr. Scalise made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Mr. 

Forte. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

9. Regular Agenda 

a. Resolution confirming the Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning 

Organization’s position regarding the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement 

Project. 

Mike Kozlosky stated that in February 2022 the WMPO Board endorsed exploring all 

potential funding options to replace the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge.  By January of 

2024, the WMPO Board requested NCDOT modify the WMPO’s submittal for the Cape 

Fear Memorial Bridge replacement to be scored as a toll facility.  At this point in time, 

the WMPO has been requested to reaffirm that the WMPO desires NCDOT to include the 

tolled version of the project in the Final 2026-2035 State Transportation Improvement 

Program and the WMPO intends to include the toll project in an adopted plan.  
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Mr. Kozlosky stated that the resolution is procedural in nature and will confirm previous 

actions and/or direction provided by the WMPO Board he is happy to answer any 

questions. 

Ms. Bozeman, Town of Leland, cited her Boards’s concerns with the resolution as 

follows: 

a. They are not aware of any non-tolled infrastructure being replaced with tolled 

infrastructure. 

b. Concerned about the legal implications and precedence set of requiring new tolls 

on already existing routes. 

c. Concerned about the toll amount, structure for tolls, and length of tolls have not 

been presented or considered. 

d. Concerned that a private organization’s involvement in the project will increase 

the costs or the duration of the toll amounts. 

e. Concerned that the impact on nearby non-tolled infrastructure by adding tolled 

infrastructure to the transportation network is not being fully considered and 

evaluated. 

f. Concerned that the STIP process does not reasonably and equitably evaluate 

bridges, particularly existing bridges. 

Chairman Miller asked for any additions or concerns about the regular agenda.  Mr. 

Scalise made a motion to approve the Regular Agenda, seconded by Mr. Zimmer.  The 

motion passed by an 8 to 4 vote with Brenda Bozemen, Kevin Spears, Luke Waddell and 

Eulis Willis opposed. 

10. Discussion 

a. 2024-2033 STIP/MPO Transportation Improvement Program Administrative 

Modifications #25-4 

Mike Kozlosky opened the floor to any questions the Board may have about the 

administrative modifications #25-4; this modification will be brought back to the 

Board for approval at their next meeting. 

b. Final 2026-2035 State/MPO Transportation Improvement Program  

Mike Kozlosky stated that he believes they will receive the final version of the 

STIP by the end of this week or early next week, starting the public comment 

period and approval timeline. 

c. WMPO Direct Attributable Call for Projects and Submittal Guidelines 

Krysden Burden and Caitlin Cerza presented an overview of the updated process 

for “Call for Direct Attributable Projects” noting the changes to the process and 

reasoning why those changes. Ms. Burden and Ms. Cerza also went over the next 

steps, as far as adopting the changes to the process.   
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Lynn Barbee questioned Executive Director Kozlosky about the call for projects 

being annual vs. the five-year call. Mr. Kozlosky responded that this new “Call 

for Projects” process is the result of the Board requesting to try a 5-year call for 

projects, in which the Board can fund projects over the 5-year window, allowing 

for more flexibility and the funding of more projects. 

 

Eulis Willis stated his concern that in order to get a project looked at it seems that 

you have to have current safety issues/crashes as opposed to foreseeing safety 

issues. Ms. Cerza acknowledged Mr. Willis’s concerns and stated that they will 

include his concerns in the development of this process. 

d. WMPO Safe Streets and Roads for All Commitment 

Abby Lorenzo gave an update on the WMPO’s efforts to develop the Safe Streets 

and Roads for All Plan. Ms. Lorenzo spoke about leadership commitment and 

what needs to go into the plan to make it successful. She highlighted the next 

steps that will need to happen, along with the timeline of when the plan could 

potentially be adopted. Ms. Lorenzo asked if there were any questions, there were 

none. 

e. Prioritization 8.0 Schedule and Process 

Abby Lorenzo presented the Prioritization 8.0 Schedule and Process highlighting 

the changes from the 7.0 Schedule and Process. 

 

Mr. Scalise commented that there is an ongoing trend, costs are going up, income 

is flattening, Charlotte and Raleigh are looking to do other things, NC is one of 

the fastest growing states, he stated that if we do not want to get left behind we 

need to start thinking outside the box in order to keep the pace. 

f. Federal Functional Classification  

Greer Templer gave an overview of the post-census roadway federal functional 

classification system review and presented what the proposed 

recommendations/changes would be. Ms. Templer then opened the floor for 

questions, there were none. 

 

11. Updates 

a. Wilmington Urban Area MPO 

Mike Kozlosky thanked the WMPO staff for their efforts during Bike Month. Mr. 

Kozlosky also gave an update on Transportation Reauthorization, stating that 

Congress is looking to reauthorize the transportation bill, Mr. Kozlosky was in 

DC and discussed the Board priorities as they relate to reauthorization.  Mr. 

Kozlosky’s last update was a recognition that the WMPO received from the 

Historical Wilmington Foundation for the renovation of the building that houses 

the WMPO. 

b. Cape Fear Public Transit Authority  

Updates are in the packet 
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c. NCDOT Division 3 

Updates are in the packet, but Trevor Carroll is willing to answer any questions.  

Mr. George questioned when the work being done on US17 by the high school 

would be completed, Mr. Carroll said he would reach out to Mr. George when he 

knew the specifics. Luke Waddell stated that the Wilmington City Council 

adopted a resolution at their last meeting urging the NCDOT to hold a new public 

meeting regarding the changes at Military Cutoff/Eastwood Rd., Mr. Waddell 

questioned Mr. Carroll if the NCDOT had received that resolution and has there 

been any discussion about holding the public meeting.  Mr. Carroll stated they are 

aware of the resolution, they have not made a final determination, and the 

NCDOT will be providing a formal answer to the City. 

d. NCDOT Integrated Mobility Division 

Updates in the packet. 

e. NCDOT TPD 

Nazia Sarder had an update in addition to the packet, Pender County CTP meeting 

will be end of June instead of end of May. 

f. WMPO Board Members 

John Ellen stated that since May is Bike Month, and he is a bike enthusiast with a 

little over 300 bike miles already accounted for this month, this Friday, his 80th 

birthday, he will be riding 80 miles!! He encouraged everyone to come ride with 

him; he will be starting at 7am. 

 

12. Announcements 

WMPO Bike/Ped Committee – June 10, 2025 

 

13. Closed Session 

Mr. Waddell made a motion to enter the closed session, Mr. Ellen seconded it, the motion 

passed unanimously, the Board entered closed session at 4:41pm 

 

14. Next Meeting— June 25, 2025 

 

15. Adjourn 

Mr. Scalise made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Barbee seconded. The meeting 

was adjourned at 5:51pm 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Mike Kozlosky 

Executive Director 
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Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 

 

THE ABOVE MIINUTES ARE NOT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS. THE 

ENTIRE PROCEEDINGS ARE RECORDED DIGITALLY AS PART OF THIS RECORD. 

 

 


